
FROM APPLICATION 
TO ACCEPTANCE

A guide to The college application process



FIRST THINGS FIRST... HAVE YOU? 
• Built a college list • Visited a university via 

online college tours or 
scheduled a campus tour

• Familiarized yourself with 
Scoir

• Spoken with your 
parents/guardians about how you 
plan on paying for college

• Taken a Self-Discovery 
Quiz if you are unsure of 
college plans

• Developed a resume / worked on 
list of extra-curricular activities

• Researched application 
requirements



HOW TO SIGN-IN TO Scoir
Look for the 
Scoir Icon in 
your Classlink 
to begin.

Then you 
will come to 
your login 
screen.



WHAT YOU NEED TO FILL IN AND HOW THAT HELPS YOUR 

APPLICATION

THE MORE YOU FILL IN 

THE MORE YOU ARE ALREADY COMPLETING THE COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS

1. SET UP YOUR 
DASHBOARD

2. START YOUR COLLEGE 
SEARCH



WHAT SCOIR LOOKS LIKE

SET UP YOUR 
PROFILE PAGE

FIND YOUR COLLEGE 
MATCHES AND BUILD YOUR 

COLLEGE LIST



WHAT GOES INTO A  
COLLEGE APPLICATION



APPLICATION NEEDS
Students will apply to 

college via:

A. The Common App

B. Directly, using the institution’s website.



What is the common app?

Common App first-year application 
walkthrough | Common App

Common 
App Ready  

Toolkit

http://www.commonapp.org/
https://youtu.be/804V5JiHx7Y?si=5dCWaPeTdBVQwoWz
https://youtu.be/804V5JiHx7Y?si=5dCWaPeTdBVQwoWz
https://www.commonapp.org/counselors-and-recommenders/common-app-ready
https://www.commonapp.org/counselors-and-recommenders/common-app-ready


Personal Information / Demographics                        
Citizenship Info (Only SS number for FAFSA)
Family Information                                                        
Educational Info - Provided by School and your 
School Counselor Info                                           
Community Service / Volunteering info
Extra-Curricular Info (EC's)                                            
Honors/Awards

Current grades / GPA / Ranking 
Essays and writing Supplements
FEE Waivers (if you qualify)                                          
FERPA Release & Final Signatures
Test Scores (when required)
Transcript

What you should be prepared to provide:



COMMON APPLICATION TIPS
• Write down your account information so you can easily login each time you want to work on your application.

• Use your personal email to create your account.

• Build your college list ahead.

• Think about how you will fit into that campus.

•  Name spelling must be correct and at the right place

•  Double check you mailing address

•  If you speak another language - make sure you add it

•  Parental / Sibling Education - Include everything - Creates context

•  Future Plans section - always add something and show a desire for furthering your education

•  Be specific about your majors / goals - try some less popular fields especially for those reach schools

•  Looking at your current educational plans - Are you taking the most rigorous courses your school offers? Are you 

taking a 4th year of math? 

•  AP Scores - only self-report if you have a 4 or 5

•  Testing - be mindful of testing options and your scores 



ACTIVTIES SECTION / RESUME
•  Only can list 10 Activities in the Common App
•  List most important and most active first
•  Include leadership roles - be descriptive
•  Always say you have an intent to continue in college - you never 

know
•  Try to diversify your categories if you are noticing they are 

similar 
•  Supplemental Resume - use if you cannot fit everything or if 

you need to explain in more detail your experiences (ex. Low 
grades in one particular year, struggles that intervened with 
your academic performance, etc)

•  Never Repeat 



COLLEGE ESSAYS / SUPPLEMENTALS

• Start writing them early (650-word limit)
• Have them edited and reviewed multiple 

times
• Make sure you complete all 

supplemental essays before submitting

Describe a topic, idea, or concept 
you find so engaging that it makes 

you lose all track of time. Why does 
it captivate you? What or who do 

you turn to when you want to learn 
more?

Discuss an accomplishment, event, 
or realization that sparked a period 

of personal growth and a new 
understanding of yourself or others.

Reflect on something that someone 
has done for you that has made you 

happy or thankful in a surprising 
way. How has this gratitude 
affected or motivated you?

The lessons we take from obstacles 
we encounter can be fundamental 

to later success. Recount a time 
when you faced a challenge, 

setback, or failure. How did it affect 
you, and what did you learn from 

the experience?

Some students have a background, 
identity, interest, or talent that is so 

meaningful they believe their 
application would be incomplete 
without it. If this sounds like you, 

then please share your story.

Reflect on a time when you 
questioned or challenged a belief or 

idea. What prompted your 
thinking? What was the outcome?

Share an essay on any topic of your 
choice. It can be one you've already 

written, one that responds to a 
different prompt, or one of your 

own design

COMMON APP QUESTIONS FOR 2023-2024



REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS



LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Request at minimum 2 LOR

Request via SCOIR at least 3 weeks before you need

WHO TO ASK?
Someone who knows and likes you

Someone who is reliable
Someone who is in the field you may want to go into

Provide a BRAG SHEET
Send a Thank You Note



HOW TO REQUEST 
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Scoir - how to request a recommendation

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=request+a+lette+of+recommendation+in+scoir&adlt=strict&view=riverview&mmscn=mtsc&mid=99B0F1DD3D6A9C6498BF99B0F1DD3D6A9C6498BF&&aps=20&FORM=VMSOVR


COLLEGE 
APPLICATION TYPES

What's the Difference?



TESTING OPTIONS
Test Optional

Not mandatory for students to submit their SAT or ACT 
scores as part of their application. For colleges that have a 
test optional admissions policy, the applicant’s high school 
academic record is the most important assessment criteria

Test Flexible
Colleges that have a ‘Test-Flexible’ admissions policy allow 
applicants to submit various standardized test scores to 
support their application. Every college has its own list of 
scores that they will accept. 

Test Blind
‘Test Blind’ means students are not required to submit any 
standardized test scores. There are several variations of this 
admissions policy.

https://www.collegeraptor.com/getting-in/articles/questions-answers/test-flexible-test-required-mean/


SCHOLARSHIPS
Use these websites to get a jump start



FINANCIAL AID
APPLICATIONS WILL OPEN DECEMBER 1, 2024

FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID (FAFSA)
Money awarded by the
FEDERAL Government

https://studentaid.gov/

New Jersey State Aid (NJFAMS/HESSA)
Only awarded when going 

to an IN-STATE School
http://hesaa.org/Pages/NJGrantsHome.aspx

NJ Alternative Application for Financial Aid Assistance
Must meet certain requirements

New Jersey Alternative Application (hesaa.org)

https://studentaid.gov/
http://hesaa.org/Pages/NJGrantsHome.aspx
https://www.hesaa.org/Pages/NJAlternativeApplication.aspx


Eof program
(Equal opportunity fund)

•RESIDENCY
•FINANCIAL NEED
•ACADEMIC CRITERIA
•FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENT STATUS
•ADMISSION TO PARTICIPATING COLLEGES
•COMPLETION OF FAFSA



A note about deadlines
•STUDENTS, WITH PARENT SUPPORT, NEED TO MANAGE THEIR APPLICATION DEADLINES.
•BE AWARE OF SCHOLARSHIP PRIORITY DEADLINES
•STUDENTS SHOULD START PRACTICING CHECKING THEIR EMAILS AND THEIR COLLEGE 

PORTAL FREQUENTLY FOR INFORMATION. THIS IS HOW COLLEGES COMMUNICATE. 
•TEACHERS AND COUNSELORS NEED A MINIMUM OF 2 WEEKS NOTICE FOR LETTERS OF 

RECOMMENDATION, NOT INCLUDING WEEKENDS OR HOLIDAYS.



REVIEW THE PROCESS

Build List
Visit Colleges
Research Majors
Research 
Careers

Get Started

Research 
Application 
Requirements
Speak with 
Parents about 
Financial Aid
Ask for LOR
Pre-write Essays

Prepare 
Documents

Fill out 
Applications
Get Fee-Waivers
Have essays 
edited, complete
supplementals
HIT SEND!

Apply

Complete 
Financial Aid 
Applications
Apply to 
Scholarships

Financial Aid / 
Scholarships

Celebrate all 
your 
achievements
and college 
acceptances

Celebrate



"DON'T BE AFRAID TO ASK FOR 
HELP, NO ONE GETS THROUGH 
COLLEGE ON THEIR OWN." 

-Michelle Obama
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