
August 2023
ANNOUNCEMENTS



COMING THIS FALL
Good Morning EPS!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I am pleased to announce that starting this fall, Elizabeth Public Schools will be launching a web series that will further engage members of the Elizabeth community with our schools. I will be making visits throughout our district to interact with various members of our learning communities while discussing topics related to school and district initiatives.



Welcome 
Back

Letters

Week of
August 14

WELCOME BACK TO ELIZABETH PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SEPTEMBER 8, 2023



NEW
PARENT TRANSPORTATION APP

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
arents and students can access their bus stop location, route, and pick up time on the mobile app. The app uses vehicle GPS geolocation to show bus arrivals each day.



High School
9th Grade

Orientation
Dates

Thomas Jefferson Arts Academy
27 Martin Luther King, Jr. Plaza (main theater)
August 22 – 5:30 p.m.

Elizabeth High School – 
Frank J. Cicarell Academy
40 Morrell St. (main building)
August 22 – 10:00 a.m.

John E. Dwyer Technology Academy
227 Centre Street (annex)
August 29 – 9:00 a.m.
123 Pearl Street (main building)
August 30 – 9:00 a.m.



High School
9th Grade

Orientation
Dates

Thomas A. Edison
Career and Technical Academy
Thomas A. Edison Career & Technical 9th Grade @ 
Charles W. Harris Academy
425 Grier Avenue (annex)
August 23 – 5:30 p.m.

Admiral William F. Halsey, Jr.
Health & Public Safety Academy
699 South Street (annex)
August 23 – 9:00 A.M.



High School
9th Grade

Orientation
Dates

Alexander Hamilton
Preparatory Academy
1003 North Broad Street (annex)
August 23 – 10:00 a.m.

JVJ STEM Academy
237 South Broad Street
August 29 – 9:00 a.m.
August 30 – 9:00 a.m.



Free/Reduced 
Meal

Notice

Elizabeth Public Schools’ Breakfast and Lunch Programs provides 
nutritionally balanced meals to thousands of students each day. 

During the 2023-2024 school year, Elizabeth Public Schools will 
once again offer its free/reduced meal program. 

School lunch can be purchased daily, or you can set up an account 
and pay in advance. The full price for a lunch meal is $3.00 for 
grades Pre-k to 8th, and $3.60 for grades 9th through 12th. 
Breakfast is free to all students. 

The Elizabeth Public Schools offers free or reduced-priced 
lunches for families with limited resources. Families can apply for 
free or reduced-priced meals online by clicking Online Free and 
Reduced Price Meal Application, the process is easy and fast and 
available 24 hours a day. 

For more details, please visit our Food and Nutrition website

https://www.nlappscloud.com/Welcome.aspx?api=8d49c6e22345738810b9269e1910fe06#loaded
https://www.nlappscloud.com/Welcome.aspx?api=8d49c6e22345738810b9269e1910fe06#loaded
https://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=0803111947313688


Welcome 
Back

Letters

Week of
August 21

Back to School / Back to School Parent Resources (epsnj.org)

https://www.epsnj.org/backtoschool


PowerSchool
Student Schedule

 Accessibility
for 2023-2024

School Year

Monday
August 21



Parents/Guardians may access their child’s teachers via the PowerSchool 
Parent Portal by taking the following steps:

Contacting a Teacher in  
PowerSchool

Step 1: 
Open your web browser 
and insert: 
https://epsnj.powerschool.com

https://epsnj.powerschool.com

Step 2: 
Type your Parent portal 
Username and Password

1
2



Contacting the teacher

Step 3: 
Right click over the 
teacher’s name you 
need to contact and 
select copy email 
address.

1

Step 4: 
Open your desired 
email program and  
paste the teacher’s 
email inside the TO 
section of your 
email program.
Write your message 
in the body of the 
email below and 
press send.

Contacting a Teacher in  PowerSchool

3

4

Message content goes here



Tdap/Menactra
Vaccines for
 2023-2024
Sixth Grade

Students

Before First Day 
of School

September 8

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please be advised that the New Jersey Department of Health requires all children born on or after January 1, 1997, and enrolled in the sixth grade to receive a booster dose of tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis vaccine (Tdap), as well as one dose of meningococcal (Menactra) vaccine for school attendance.

You have the option of going to your private physician or to a clinic where immunizations are given free of charge.  The schedule for these clinics and the necessary forms can be obtained from the nurse’s office.

Please contact the school nurse if you have any questions regarding these required immunizations. If your child has already received the above immunizations, please send in a written report from your health care provider so we can update our records.

Children must be in compliance with vaccine requirements or they will be excluded from school on the first day in September 2023. 




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The City of Elizabeth Department of Health and Human Services offers a free immunization clinic, by appointment only, to eligible Elizabeth residents aged two months to 18 years old. Residents must have Medicaid/Family Care (Part A only) or be uninsured to qualify for free vaccines. If your child had previous immunizations, the records should be brought to the clinic appointment. You may make an appointment by visiting elizabethnjvaccine.org.





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All English Language Learners are assessed on their English language acquisition with the ACCESS for ELLs Assessment




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The ACCESS for ELLs is administered to ALL ELLs from Kindergarten through high school.
Students are assessed on 4 language domains: Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing
All four domains are reported on a 6-point scale




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are several different version of the ACCESS for ELLs, and they are administered based on the students’ grade level.  The average score for each domain is shown here reported by the grade bands that are assessed together.

This year, we administered almost 1200 more ACCESS for ELLs tests than we did last year, or a 16.5% increase.  Despite the increase in the number of English Learners we are servicing, the performance is similar to last year.

It is also important to note that these average scores are inclusive of students who have recently arrived in the United States to students who have been here for several years.  
So, these scores are not reported as pass rates.  




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The New Jersey Graduation Proficiency Assessment is the new assessment used as one of the requirements for graduation from high school




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This new assessment will begin being used for the Graduating Class of 2024.  Students have several opportunities to pass this assessment, so they take it for the first time in March of 11th grade.

There are only 2 scoring levels – Not Graduation Ready and Graduation Ready.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In ELA, our 11th grade students performed almost as well as the 11th graders across the entire state with 73.4% of our students deemed Graduation Ready in ELA the first time they took the NJGPA.
Just about 40% of our students are Graduation Ready in Math.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Similar gaps between ELA and Math readiness are evident within each demographic group
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