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Dear Victor Mravlag School No. 21 Community, 
 
The Governor's Educator of the Year Program highlights educational innovation, student achievement, 
exemplary teaching, and important services outside the classroom environment that lead to student success. 
This celebratory program recognizes our state’s best teachers and educational services professionals who will 
be recognized at the Union County Office of Education.   
  
Honorees are exceptionally skilled and dedicated licensed classroom teachers (PK to grade 12 in a public or 
charter school) where teaching is the primary responsibility rather than administrative or supervisory 
responsibilities or educational services professionals (ESP) who are listed as one of the eligible enrollment 
areas. Among several eligibility criteria, they must also be experts in the field who inspire students of all 
backgrounds and abilities to learn; actively collaborate with colleagues, students, and families to create a strong 
culture of respect and success; demonstrate leadership and innovation in educational activities; and have the 
respect and admiration of students, parents and colleagues. 
 
We are proud to announce the 2021 Governor’s Teacher of the Year for Victor Mravlag School No. 21 was 
awarded to mathematics teacher Ms. Malissa Borges. Ms. Borges has been a member of Elizabeth Public 
Schools since 2015. 
  
This year’s Educational Service Provider of the Year for Victor Mravlag School No. 21 was awarded to school 
nurse Ms. Maria Adelina Lado. Ms. Lado has been a member of Elizabeth Public Schools since 2008.  
 
For more background on our Governor's Educator of the Year Program honorees, both at Victor Mravlag School 
No. 21 and throughout the district, and how they are achieving excellence at our schools, please visit 
www.epsnj.org/GEOY2021. 
 
Please join us in celebrating these two amazing professionals for the work they have done, and continue to do, 
for our school community and district. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
Dr. Michael Wansaw 

http://www.epsnj.org/GEOY2021

